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Make Sure Your Pet’s Microchip Works For You
If your pet is one of the 4.5 million
pets lost each year, you’ll do everything you can to get him or her back.
The most significant factor is a tag or
other visible identification, but Microchips can perform miracles— if they
are registered with the correct information, and only if they are scanned.
Add to that the fees that some registries charge for updates, the three
different frequencies that a chip might
use, and the fact that not all
“universal” microchip scanners read
all frequencies, and you have a lot of
hurdles between you and your lost
pet. So let’s take it step-by-step, and

make sure that, if your pet is microchipped, (if you adopted from
KittyCorner, he is) or if you plan to
microchip in the future, you can do
everything possible to remove the
obstacles between you and your lost
pet.
Let’s start with the chips. Microchips
are tiny transponders that give off radio waves of a particular frequeny.
They are injected under your pet’s
skin, exactly as a shot is given. Pain is
minimal, and most pets don’t react at
all. In the United States, a chip is one
of three frequencies: 125kHz, 128kHz,
or the 134.2 kHz. The Europeans got

it right, and set the international
standard (ISO) for 134.2kHZ. From the
pet owner standpoint, the numbers
don’t really matter; but those of us

(Continued on page 2)

The KittyCorner Police Blotter
ple (except her own) should be treated with suspicion. She perfected the
art of greeting strangers with a hiss,
and if they pressed their unwanted
advances, would swat. That effectively discouraged even the most dangerous of them. But it was her insistence
on the policy of ‘one cat per lap” (as
long as it was her) that catapulted her
to the top of her field. Whenever she
occupies a lap, and another cat shows
an interest in it, she makes it very
Charges of corruption have prompted clear by word and deed that the secuan investigation into procedures folrity of that lap must be maintained.
lowed by our security department.
And if she approaches a lap that is
Chief of Security, Elizabeth, is accused already occupied by a cat on her
of taking bribes in situations going
“watch list,” she only has to approach
back several years. There is also sus- to send the unacceptable occupant
picion that she is involved in a major running. Recently, however, anonytheft ring involving cat food and vari- mous sources have leveled accusaous kinds of baked goods.
tions of abuse. One young black cat
testified that he observed Elizabeth
Elizabeth pioneered the formation of accepting extra treats from a volunour security department when she
teer, and then acting friendly.
decided, as a young cat, that all peo-

In an even more egregious breach of
her own security measures, we have
found numerous half-eaten baked
goods on the counters and on the
floor, but Elizabeth denied knowing
who was perpetrating these thefts.
Witnesses have confirmed, however,
that she often has crumbs on her
whiskers. Elizabeth has declined comment. Investigations continue.
Meanwhile, there has been a major
escape from the sunroom, known by
the inmates as “the rock.” The sunroom is inhabited by four cats on special diets. As long as they eat only
prescription cat food, they are fine,
but if they partake of any “regular” cat
food, it upsets their tummies, but they
are in denial, and are always looking
for a way to escape—usually between
the feet of the guards.
What we didn’t know is that they had
(Continued on page 2)
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who implant
chips should
be insisting
on the ISO
frequency.
Only when
everyone is on the same page can we
be sure that every chip is found
when pets are scanned.
That brings us to scanners. When a
pet is found and taken to a shelter,
the shelter should scan it. Though
only 15% of cats are microchipped,
just one cat returned home is worth
the minor effort of scanning, and the
percentage is higher in areas where
the shelters microchip. But for the
whole thing to work, shelters and
rescues also have to scan, and many
don’t bother because they find so
few chips. Most of the calls we receive are from veterinarians, who are
really good about scanning any
“found” cats who come in. If you

happen to find a cat, or want to
check your own pet’s micro-chip,
your vet probably has a scanner and
would be happy to scan at no charge.
Most often, the missing link is in the
registration. There are many organizations that register microchips.
When a chip is found by a vet or a
shelter, they have to figure out what
registry was used. This is simple to
do these days, because the American
Animal Hospital Association has established a free online lookup tool
that lets you check which registries
have the most current information
about your pet—if it is registered at
all. Go to
www.petmicrochiplookup.org and
put in your pet’s microchip number
to find out. If the chip isn’t registered, just scroll down and it should
tell you the manufacturer of the chip
and their phone number. They
know who purchased the chip, so If
you adopted a cat from KittyCorner,
it probably has a “24 Pet Watch”

chip, and if it is found, and you have
never registered it with your own
contact information, they would contact us. That’s why it’s so important
to let us know any changes in your
contact information. It’s an extra
insurance policy.
Registries run by for profit companies often charge annual fees to register. Or they charge fees to update
your information. And their policies
change so often that consumers never know what they are. We’re going
to suggest that everyone with a microchipped pet go to a registry which
is free, and is listed on the AAHA
lookup tool. Microchipregistry.foundanimals.org is a great example, and all microchips should be registered there, even if your pet is registered elsewhere. And please check
and update the information often.
It’s free, and can make all the difference between getting your pet back
or not.

Happy Birthday to Caleb
(Continued from page 1)

“connections” on the outside. We
kept capturing the escapees in oth-

er parts of the house and returning
them to jail. Not that they were
hard to catch. They simply look for
the nearest guard and try to ingratiate themselves into a lap, Elizabeth
notwithstanding. (The probe continues into charges of dereliction of
duty lodged against Elizabeth.) But
how they were escaping remained a
mystery, until the leader of the Hole
-in-the-Wall gang, Butch Catsidy,
himself, was seen opening the door
and letting them all out. It’s
thought that Catsidy is being paid
off with catnip, which is rampant
among prison populations. A posse
was formed which managed to nab
the escapees, but Butch Catsidy is
still at large.

Once again we have a special
“Thank You” to shout out to a
young person who celebrqted his
birthday with KittyCorner cats in
mind.
This summer, Caleb Richardson celebrated his tenth birthday, and instead of asking for presents for himself, he asked for presents for our
kitties. He brought them lots of
food, litter, and toys. As a special
Thank You, we
named a
kitten after
him. Little
Caleb, the
kitten, is now
in a loving
home.
Caleb the kitten
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Casual Estates: A Model TNR Program
We’ve written before about TNR, or
trap-neuter-return, in dealing with feral
cats. Feral or “community” cats are
those cats that roam free and are frequently too wild (unsocialized) to
adopt. If left alone, they reproduce,
and the sheer numbers may make
them a nuisance. With TNR, they are
trapped humanely, neutered and vaccinated, and returned to the area they
came from. An established colony will
keep new, unaltered cats out, and because they can’t reproduce, the colony
gradually gets smaller instead of quickly getting larger.
When Ingrid, a good friend and longtime KittyCorner volunteer, approached me about doing a TNR
project at Casual Estates in Clay, I
warned her against it. Many organizations and individuals over the
years have tried to tackle Casual
Estates. Like most mobile home
parks, stray, abandoned and feral
cats were everywhere, and nobody
seemed to have the resources to get
ahead of the problem. But Ingrid
knew what needed to be done, and
was determined to do it. Another
friend and volunteer, Susan Romans,
obtained a grant for $8000 from
PetSmart, and they were on their
way.
Ingrid’s methods are a model for a
“targeted” TNR program, where
trapping is concentrated in a particular area until almost every cat is
sterilized. Then they move onto the
next area, “cleaning up” one neighborhood at a time. This is cutting-edge
thinking, and far more efficient than
fixing colonies here and there, and
leaving cats in between to reproduce.
Residents feed the cats, partly to keep
an eye on them, and partly to make
sure that new, unaltered cats don’t
come in and start reproducing. Ingrid
and Susan also got a $500 grant from
the ASPCA for simple shelters, and that
stopped cats from burrowing behind
the skirting on the mobile homes for
shelter in the winter. With all the cats

altered, and shelter provided, spraying,
cat fights and property damage were
all eliminated. Best of all, there have
been NO kittens born in the park so far
in 2013.
Ingrid started by talking with the management of the park. TNR made sense
to them, and of course it was being
done by volunteers at no cost to the
park. Once the management was on
board, they put an article in their newsletter introducing the project—and
began requiring pets to be spayed or
neutered as part of the lease. Ingrid
went door-to-door, talking to people
about the cat problem. Many people
were feeding cats, but didn’t know

about, or couldn’t afford, to have them
spayed or neutered. That’s a problem
everywhere. Many people won’t turn a
hungry animal away from their door,
but they fail to understand that, if a cat
isn’t sterilized, it will quickly multiply
into many cats.
But the people who were feeding the
cats easily understood the logic behind
TNR, and because of the grant, Ingrid
was able to offer FREE spaying and neutering for any free-roaming cat in the
park. Ingrid provided the traps, and
she and Susan did a lot of the trapping.
In other cases, the residents kept an

eye on the traps, and called her whenever a cat went in. She quickly discovered the serious shortage of low-cost
spay-neuter appointments in our area,
and because of the number of surgeries involved, she went about making
deals with a few private-practice veterinarians. A few were very receptive to
the idea, and because it was a limited
area, they didn’t have to worry about
people from everywhere expecting
special prices. And as with most TNR
projects, the population immediately
dropped by 1/3 because the kittens
who were young enough to tame
(under 8 weeks) were removed. Ingrid
had them spayed or neutered, and
does regular adoption events at the
Tractor Supply stores
We knew what to expect from the
cats, but the unexpected results
came from the people. Some had
lived next door to each other for
years, but had never really known
their neighbors. TNR brought them
together as they fed cats or
watched traps for one another, or
simply shared information. The
whole community now had something to work on together. Compare this to Salina, where officials
tell people that it is against the law
to feed cats (it isn’t) and threaten
them with citations if they do. and
cat feeders have to hide their activities and sneak around in their own
yards. The way officials respond to
an issue sets the example for the whole
town. Humane solutions cause positive
ripples in the stream. Towns who
promulgate the myth that feeding cats
somehow attracts them simply brings
contempt for the only people who are
working to solve the cat problem.
But the politics are unimportant compared to the huge difference brought
about through the cooperation of Casual Estates management and a single
person who cared. She brought a community together, she taught them how
to humanely deal with feral cats, and
she gave them the resources to do it.
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“Rescuing”

Community Cats

We get many calls every day from people
who have noticed strange cats wandering
in their yards. Sadly, shelters and rescues
are full almost all of the time. but what
should you do to help? Should you do
anything?
First, remember that we are talking
about cats, not dogs. This is significant
because dogs have to be licensed, and
most places also have leash laws. A wandering dog usually means that he is
where he shouldn’t be, and may have an
owner looking for him. Not so with a cat.
Some are simply indoor/outdoor pets.
Others are abandoned, and still others
(especially if they run away) are feral or
wild. All of them are “free-roaming” or
“community cats.”
While we want to see every cat indoors
and cared for, there simply are not
enough homes out there. But the cutting
-edge thinking is that you don’t need to
know where the cat came from, and you
shouldn’t assume that it necessarily
needs rescue. In fact, we have always
wondered how many of the scarce resources that shelters and rescues have
are spent on cats who are simply outdoor
pets, or even abandoned pets who are
finding enough food and shelter, while
we have to turn away others who really
need our help. Or, In a traditional shel-

ter setting, how many cats lose their lives
to make room for cats who really don’t
need help?
You only need to ask yourself two questions: Is the cat in good condition? And Is
it spayed/neutered? If it is thin, or looks
like it could be ill, the cat needs help. But
if the cat seems healthy, even if it’s living
outdoors, it must be finding enough food
and probably shelter as well.
But one thing that HAS to be done: Make
sure that the cat is spayed or neutered. If
the cat seems feral, and one ear is
“tipped,” or cut straight across, it has
already been altered. If not, assume that
it can---and will—reproduce. That’s the
REAL danger with free-roaming cats. If
the cat seems friendly, you still need to
make sure that it’s spayed or neutered.
And you can still put it back outside. The
point is to help a cat if you can, but if you
can’t, you should at least make sure you
have it spayed or neutered it. That may
be the best thing you can do for the cat,
yourself, and your neighborhood.
For more information from one of the
leading researchers in community cats
go to: http:www.animalsheltering.org/
resources/magazine/sep_oct_2013/
change-for-community-cats.html

Shelter for the Winter
Community cats usually make it
through our harsh winters without
special shelter—otherwise, there
wouldn’t be so darn many of them—
but simple shelters make the winter
weather a lot easier on them. It’s also
a way to control where they go, and
keep them out of trouble.
The simplest and easiest shelter is
made from a storage bin, like the ones
from Rubbermaid. Cut a hole about 6
inches in diameter in one side (toward
the end, so the wind can’t blow on the
cat.) Put straw in the bottom for comfort (blankets can get wet and freeze)
If you can, raise it off the ground with a
wooden pallet, cement blocks or anything else to keep it warm and dry.
Lots of people improve on the design
by using two containers, one a size
bigger than the other. Put the smaller
one inside the bigger one and put
Styrofoam peanitus or strips of insulation in the space around it.
For another insulated shelter made
from a large picnic cooler go to:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ucl/
sets/72157626823176557/
or a whole gallery of shelter ideas, including instructions for many of them:
http://www.alleycat.org/
ShelterGallery

Should You feed Neighborhood Cats?
When I was growing up, everybody always said “if you feed a stray cat, it will
attract others.” That old wives tale assumed that cats are transient, that they
go where the food is, and that, if people
don’t provide food they will simply “go
away.” While the casual observer may
think that’s what he is seeing, research
proves that it’s much more complex
than that. Here are some points you
should understand when deciding
whether to put food out or not.
1. Putting food out does not
attract cats. And removing food will not
make them go away. Cats are territorial.
They are there to begin with. But many
of them, especially if they are feral, are
afraid of people and don’t show them-

selves readily in the daytime. If someone puts food out, they will come out to
get it, and people may notice cats that
they haven’t seen before. This is what
gives the illusion that cats are somehow
being attracted. But think about this: if
the cat isn’t already in that “territory,”
how .does it find out about food being
put out? Cell phone? Word of mouth?
2. Feeding cats can be used as
a means of control. In TNR, feeding is
used to trap cats, and it’s continued to
control where cats may go within a territory. If a neighbor complains, for instance, a feeding location can be
changed to encourage cats to stay away
from that area. In contrast, cats who
aren’t becoimg fed have to hunt, taking

them far and wide, (within their territory) looking for food. They also find trash
cans, and come much closer to humans.
Because that’s where the food is.’ just
remember to bring food in before dark
to discourage wildlife.
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Guest Column:
When Samson
was adopted
from us several
years ago, we
had no idea
that he was such a talented writer. But
he’s kept in touch over the years, keeping us up on his latest exploits. This
arrived over the summer.
Dear Aunt Linda and Aunt Debbie,
Hello. I am writing to tell you that I've
learned a new skill – and, I've even
learned how to be trained.
My new skill is washing my hands:
When I go downstairs to the Deposit
Box, I quick-quick rush into the bathroom and drape myself over the rim of
the toilet and stick both of my hands in
the water and patterpatterpatter with
all of my might until all the litter stones
fall off and sink right to the bottom of
the bowl. My mom is especially pleased
that I demonstrated this for her, and I
learned it all by myself. I have very
clean hands now. Many times a day. It's

Teaching and Learning by Samson

so fun to have clean hands!
The thing I learned that I could learn is:
Since I was bad and clawed up Thomas's oriental carpet, (and that was only
because I was on my specially-made-forme scratching post but it was loose and I
fell off and it scared me and, well, I just
had to scratch!) Thomas tightened up
the bolt at the end of my post and laid it
down just outside of my cubby in the
junk room so that I sort of had to get on
it to get out of my cubby, and I learned
that, if I sleuth myself out of my cubby
(which is mine alone and nobody except
everybody knows where I am when I'm
hiding) and then hop right up on my
new, safe scratching post and scratch
like mad - or even a little bit - my mom
gives me treats! I learned this almost all
by myself, but my mom helped me a
little. And this game happens every
morning right after I wake up, get Thomas up to feed me, my mom shares her
oatmeal with me (the dregs of her bowl
– the very best part), I go downstairs to

my Deposit Box and then wash my
hands, my mom combs my hair with my
very own comb (and another skill I
learned all by myself is to comb my own
face with my wire brush. My mom has
to hold the handle so it'll stay put, but
while she combs the rest of me, I rub my
face all over my brush (back and forth,
back and forth) until she finishes with
her part of me.) THEN, (I can hardly
wait!) I lead her right straight in to the
junk room, so she doesn't get lost or
distracted from our task, and then I
march right over, hoist myself up on my
post, scratch away for a minute, then
my mom squeals and hugs me and tells
me I'm the best boy ever (my mom
thinks I need some fussing over sometimes), and THEN, finally, she springs for
the treats.
Our day can then begin.
Oh, and I also learned to type, but nobody knows what I say because I step on
different keys every time. But it's still a
skill, don't you think?

A Word About Flea Control
Fleas have never been a big problem
here at KittyCorner. Our practice
has always been to treat any cats or
kittens who are old enough with Revolution, one of the flea products requiring just a few drops on the skin to
kill fleas, as soon as they arrive.
That was always very effective, until
this year. The humidity, heat, and
damp weather made this a banner
year for fleas. Other rescue organizations are having the same problem, but the question is, what to do
about it.?
Flea combing is the best way to find
fleas on your cat, A flea comb,
which you can get in any pet department, has closely spaced teeth
which will catch fleas as you comb
through your cat’s fur. Have a bowl
of water nearby, with a few drops of
dish detergent. When you remove
the fur from the comb, you may see
little black specks, (these are the flea
“droppings,” which consist of dried
blood) or the actual fleas. In any

days, that is usually enough to solve
a problem. But if fleas are as rampant as they are this year, you really
need a product that kills fleas at all
stages. At our veterinarian’s suggestion, we tried Frontline, and made a
little more progress; but Advantage is
the product that finally worked for us.
Or maybe it was the fact that we
used all three, and with our veterinarian’s approval, we used them at only
two weeks apart—not the recommended 30 days. (Don’t try this at
home without asking advice from
your vet.)
case, swishing the comb through the We never recommend flea collars
soapy water will rinse the fleas off
because they don’t work, and many
and drown them before they can
cats are sensitive to them. But there
jump to other surfaces. But flea
is a new collar on the market,
combing won’t do much to eliminate Seresto, by Bayer which has worked
the flea problem.
for us and our volunteers when
We found that Revolution wasn’t
seemingly nothing else does. The
working. Though it also eliminates
other nice thing is that the collar lasts
ear mites and some kinds of worms, for up to eight months on an indoor
it only kills the adult fleas, and larvae cat. The biggest drawback is the
can still hatch. Since it lasts for 30
(Continued on page 6)
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We Couldn’t do it Without You

expense. Seresto collars can cost
$70-$80,but shop around. We found Hard as we try, we just can’t say
Thank You in any way that will exthem on Amazon.com for $39.

press our real gratitude to all of our
But here is a hint that can save you
friends and supporters. We often
some money: I called Bayer to
find anonymous donations of cat
check on pricing for shelters. Their
food and litter on our porch—rvrn
representative told me that Adcat furniture and supplies!, So if you
vantage, another spot-on flea prodare among those to whom we owe a
uct, is the same thing that is released by the Seresto collar; and it’s thank you note or a receipt, give us
a lot cheaper. That’s what finally did a call or drop us an e-mail, and we
it for us. We now flea-comb frewill get it right out to you.
quently, and will continue to treat
While I’m on the subject, all donawith Advantage every 30 days until
the frost stops the fleas for the win- tions are tax deductible. A countless
number of cats owe their lives, and
ter.
their happy homes, to you.

WHEN YOU SEE SOMETHING—SAY
SOMETHING
If you witness or suspect animal
cruelty, here are the numbers you
should call to report it:
In the City of Syracuse: call Officer
Becky Thompson at (315) 442-5336
Outside the city: Call 911 then call
the SPCA at (315) 454-4479.
If no response, call Officer Thompson

Help Wanted: We need foster homes for “ Special Needs “ cats !
A foster home is temporary, unless you decide to make it permanent. We have several cats on special diets who
have to be confined to keep them out of the regular cat food. If you will take a cat into foster care, we will provide food and will also cover the cost of vet care. Please call 315-457-4420 if you can give a cat a chance at a
normal life—even if it’s only for a little while. Goto www.kittycorner.org and look up Solomon, Keiffer, Cate, and
Clarice. Go to the “adopt” tab.

Kieffer is an affectionate lap
-cat who loves people. He’s
funny and playful, and
ready for a foster home.

Solomon loves laps and
attention of all sorts.
He has beautiful blue
eyes, too. He’d love to
find a foster home.

Cate is full of energy and
fun. She loves laps, but is
too busy to stay long.
She will entertain everyone in her new foster

Not a lap cat exactly, but
she loves attention and
would be a wonderful companion for some lucky per-

“You will find your true Forever Home.”
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Sponsor a Cat

Please Help

Can’t adopt? How about sponsoring a cat through our KittyCorner
Sponsor program. For just $30 each
year, you can choose one of the
twelve cats in our program. These
are cats who have little chance of
being adopted because of some
physical disability, behavior problem,
or just shyness.
When you sponsor one of these
cats, you will receive a new picture
and an update on your cat every
three months. Just go to
www.kittycorner.org and click on the
“Sponsor a Cat” button to get all the
information.
Or go to
www.kittycorner,Petfinder.com to
make a donation on behalf of any of
our cats,

We’ve always been amazed
by the generosity of our supporters.
You have allowed us to save thousands of cats, but now they We need
your help more than ever.
Like most charities, KittyCorner
saw donations go down during the
recession, but our costs for cat food
and vet care both went up, and we
are falling short by as much as $1000
a month.
So, our sincere thanks to so many
of you who help with your support.
Every penny goes toward helping our
cats, whether it’s food, litter, vet bills
or medicine. Any amount you can
spare will be very welcome.

Donate via PayPal!
A couple of years ago, we added
a credit card button to our website.
but it became an expensive option,
and we decided to drop it. However, we’ve found that PayPal
(www.paypal.com) is inexpensive
and reliable, and most people seem
to be comfortable with it.
So we are happy to accept donations via PayPal at
catresq@twcny.rr.com.
Donations are tax-deductible, and
100% of the funds are spent to care
for the cats.

AVERAGE MONTHLY EXPENSES
FOOD———————————-$600
VET———————————--$1600
EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES———$200

You Could Win $250

Help Cats Just by Searching or Shopping
On-line

Yes, it’s that time of year
again; our annual KittyCorner
Holiday Raffle. First prize
is $250. Second prize is
$50. Chances of winning depend on the number of tickets
sold. The drawing will be on
December 31, at the stoke of
midnight, (KittyCorner time)
and the winners will have their
checks in time to put it toward
your January credit card bill.
Or how about giving tickets as gifts or stocking
stuffers?
Our Holiday Raffle is our biggest fundraiser of the
year, and it’s also a way to give to a good cause
while possibly getting something back. Tickets are
only $1. We’ve included an envelope and some
tickets in this Mewsletter for you to buy or
sell. Just fill out each ticket and return them, with a
check for $1 each, in the envelope provided. If you
need more, give us a call at 315-457-4420, or email catresq@twcny.rr.com, and we will send you
an attachment so you can print as many as you
want. Or just print or copy as many as you want,
anyway.

We’ve written about this before. How about donating to your favorite charity (even if it isn’t KittyCorner) just by searching the Internet, or shopping on-line; things most of us do all the time anyway? Go to www.goodsearch.com. Click on
“choose a cause,” and put “kittycorner” in the
blank, and when it brings up “Kittycorner of
CNY” (that’s us) click “verify,” then search as usual. Every time you click on a page, KittyCorner will
get $.01. Okay, it’s not a lot, but it really does add
up, and as you know, you click on a lot of pages
during even a simple search.
If you are shopping on-line, start with the same
page at www.goodsearch.com, and click on the
“good shop” button. From there you can go to almost every place people shop, including itunes,
Amazon, Target, Sears—you name it. Just click on
the store you want and shop as usual. You pay the
same, but KittyCorner will receive a percentage of
what you spend. Check it out!
And when you get to the main Goodsearch page,
look at all the other ways to use Goodsearch to
raise money for your favorite charity (even if it isn’t
us.) Note: If your shopping donations don’t show up on your
history, there is a glitch in the system with some merchants, like
Amazon, We still get credit: it just doesn’t show on the history.
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PET AND FAMILY
PHOTOS
November 17, 2013 11am -4pm

Dog Daze Pet Shop
309 North Main Street
North Syracuse, NY 13212

PHOTOS BY JANET LEE PHOTOGRAPHY
$20.00 Includes:
1- 8x10
2-5X7
8 WALLETS

Benefits KittyCorner of CNY
& Hardeko Pet Food Pantry
PLEASE BRING AN UNOPENED PET FOOD ITEM FOR DONATION TO
HARDEKO PET FOOD PANTRY OR A MONETARY DONATION IS GREATLY APPRECIATED
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