The Award-Winning

Fall-Winter 2011

Our Award-Winning Mewsletter!
We received a letter from the International Cat Writer’s Association informing
us that our “KittyCorner Mews” had won
an "Excellence" Award. We were also
invited to their 18th annual conference
in White Plains, NY. There, to our surprise, the “KittyCorner Mews” was
awarded a "Muse Medallion," one of
the highest awards they give. The
judge’s comments were “This is clever
and humorous. It contains relevant information from the
perspective of a rescuer. Well done.”

ing and publishing, and even some of the
latest news in veterinary medicine. They
also had hourly shuttles to the Westchester Cat show, where we did some
holiday shopping for our kitties. Oddly
enough, we couldn't bear to watch the
cat judging. We missed our own cats too
much. A special "thank you" to our volunteers, who took care of them while we
were away.

I had never really thought of myself as a
writer, but the authors of some of my
favorite books and articles have received
this same award.
While we were in White Plains, we attended some excellent seminars on writ-

We met some wonderful people at the
conference, with very familiar names
because I have read what they have written in magazines, newspapers, or books.
Their goals are not just to entertain, but
to educate people about cats. As rescuers, that goal is right up our alley.

The KittyCorner Crime Report: 2011
The thief strikes while his victims are
asleep, though how he gains access is
unknown. Authorities believe that he
poses as an ordinary cat during the
day, only showing his true vocation
when darkness comes. The garments
disappear from such places as laundry
hampers, or even pulled off hangars
in closets. When a drawer was apparently opened by the perpetrator,
Buster "The Paw" was briefly brought
in for questioning. Since no food was
involved in the thefts, he was quickly
dismissed. The missing clothing has
been subsequently found hidden behind furniture and strewn throughout
the house.
When we last visited the crime rate at
KittyCorner, we were doing our best to
adjust to living in a high-crime area.
Fortunately, the crime rate is down
slightly in 2011, but the variety of crimes
has increased. The usual crimes;—
vandalism and petty theft —are both
overshadowed by a cat burglar who has
been targeting women's clothing.

Attempts have been made to catch the
perpetrator by following the trail of purloined items, which usually goes down
the stairs, through the dining room and
kitchen, and ends in the living room,
often in front of the TV. This leads authorities to believe that all of these
crimes are related and are committed by

the same perpetrator. The only clue
(besides the assumption that he likes to
watch late-night television) is an occasional large paw print. This evidence
hasn't been helpful because of resistance on the part of the local cat population to giving paw print samples for comparison. The perpetrator remains at
large, and the crimes are escalating. Pot
holders were found in an upstairs bathroom, and a necklace was found today
on the kitchen floor. Fortunately, (to
paraphrase Rita Rudner) we never buy
anything to hang around our necks that
is worth more than our heads. But the
trend is disturbing.
There has also been an increase in public
drunkenness as Buster"The Paw" has
shifted from his margarine addiction to
becoming a full-blown catnip head.
It started innocently enough with small
bits of catnip used as treats for the general cat population. But when some cats
became addicted, Buster saw his oppor(Continued on page 3)
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To Collar or not to Collar...That is the Question!
We believe in microchipping. It's a permanent form of identification that will
get a lost cat back home--if the cat winds
up in a shelter or at a veterinarian who
makes scanning for microchips a standard practice for "found" cats. We've
had several former KittyCorner cats returned to owners, or to us over the
years. But cats don't wander far from
home, so neighbors are most likely to
spot a lost pet. So how does anyone
know whether the cat is a lost pet, an
abandoned pet or a cat who never had a
home in the first place? A collar with
identification is the best way to be sure
that your cat gets back home.
So let's talk about the identification
part. It might be a special tag with name,
address and phone number, or it can be
as simple as a phone number written on
the collar with a Sharpie. Bu neither of
those indicates that the cat might be a
lost pet. When we put visible I.D on a
cat, we always add the words "INDOOR
ONLY" with our phone number. Or you
can add "REWARD IF FOUND." The idea
is to get anyone who finds the cat to take
action and get in touch with you.
There have long been suspected safety

issues with cat collars. We've seen cats
with a collar caught in the mouth, or with
a foreleg through a collar. In the shortterm, like a cat kept in the house where
his people will see him, this usually doesn't cause much harm. But we have seen
some more serious injuries in cats who
are lost or abandoned for long periods of

time. On the other hand, none of these
cats bore any identification, and if they
had, we wonder if they would have been
rescued before any harm came.
In a study recently published in the
JAVMA (Journal of the American Veterinary Medial Association) http://
avmajournals.avma.org/doi/
abs/10.2460/javma.237.4.387 researchers concluded that even indoor cats

should wear collars with identification in
case they get out. The microchip is important as a "backup" identification, but
the collar is what people see. Please put
collars with identification, even on cats
who don't normally go out.
But what if you don't think your cat will
wear a collar? The study showed that
about 73% of cats actually will wear collars, even when their people thought
they wouldn't. It's just a matter of putting the collar on (adjusted properly) and
letting the cat get used to it. We've
started using them recently on some cats
(okay, so we're putting them on the black
ones because we have so many who look
exactly alike) and it only takes an hour or
two before the cat has forgotten all
about it. Just a couple of cautions: avoid
flea collars, which don't work and make
some cats sick. And make sure the collar
is adjusted correctly. If you can insert
two fingers between the collar and the
neck, it's loose enough; any more than
when paws and mouths get caught.
Check the adjustment now and then too;
collars can stretch, and cats can grow!

The Next Step for Animal Rescuers
go "no-kill" and close your doors when
you are too full to take any more, leaving desperate pet owners with little
recourse except abandonment. But
some communities have figured it out
without expanding shelter space,
spending lots of money, or dropping
adoption standards.

to avoid typing all of that into your
browser, just Google "no-kill equation."

KittyCorner and other rescue groups
have been working on many of these
principles in some small way; "small"
only because our resources are so limited, and so many of us work out-ofpocket or with small donations. We all
There are eleven principles/programs a know that "TNR" is the only successful
shelter needs to have in order to be no way to deal with feral cats, for instance,
-kill and still provide space for all aniand that every animal who leaves our
mals in need. Nathan Winograd, who
care must be spayed or neutered. But
put these principles in place at the San there is one area where all of us need
Francisco SPCA , and more recently at
to improve: our adoption programs,
We always thought there were only two the Tompkins County SPCA , has proven otherwise known as MARKETING. Most
choices for shelters when dealing with that they work, and if they sound famil- of us do our rescue work out of our
unwanted pets: Either euthanize aniiar, we've written about them before.
homes. Besides needing to protect our
mals to make enough room for the new To find out what they are, go to http:// privacy, we live in residential areas
(Continued on page 4)
ones who are constantly coming in, or
www.nathanwinograd.com/?p=1832 Or,
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(Continued from page 1)

tunity. He found the blue plastic coffee
container with the screw-on top which
was filled not with coffee, but with catnip. Somehow, he figured out how to
unscrew it, tipping the container upside
down onto the floor in the middle of a
mob of rioting cats who were loudly declaring their intention to "Occupy Kittyshirt, which was recovered when he
dropped it. Two other cats joined in the
has been arrested and is charged with
chase, and the alleged perpetrator was
being the cat burglar. He was caught
coming down the stairs dragging a t-shirt finally apprehended. Tobey maintains his
in his mouth. He was heading in the direc- innocence, stating that he found the shirt
tion of a chair behind which other stolen and was trying to return it to the laundry
hamper when he was spotted. His catoritems had been stashed. When he realized that he had been spotted, he tried to ney, Alastair Snowshoe, could not be
reached for comment, but he issued a
run but kept tripping over the trailing

This just in: Tobey, a large red tabby,

Corner!" Obviously , they had forgotten
that they already do. By the time the
disturbance died down, there were cats
and catnip everywhere. Witnesses say
that Buster, who had not taken part in
the riot or the catnip, sat on the counter,
chuckling. According to his cattorney, all
evidence is circumstantial.
press release which stated that all evidence against his client is circumstantial.
The stolen shirt and other items have
been returned to the laundry hamper for
safe keeping,. Tobey is not expected to be
in custody for long, as some of the evidence has already been destroyed in the
wash.

Playing “Salina Says”
Like most people, I find politics incredibly
frustrating, especially in the Town of Salina, where KittyCorner is located. To put
it simply, Salina has a "cat law" which was
meant to be forward-thinking; but when
such a law is enforced by people who just
don't "get it," people who see everything
in a crime and punishment scenario, it
puts unreasonable and ridiculous expectations on the shoulders of both cat owners
and people doing "TNR" or trap-neuterreturn programs with feral cats. These
people are pretty much left in the hands
of neighborhood bullies who complain
about things like cats defecating in their
yards.
We didn't think so, nor did our friends
from the Animal Alliance of Greater SyraNow don't get me wrong: I realize that
cuse. So we started speaking to the Salina
this is a serious problem for some people. Town Board in 2008 when three cats were
But is it worth $20,000 of taxpayer money trapped and taken to the SPCA. Their
every year to trap and “remove” any cat
family found out in time to keep them
(feral or not) that happens to take the
from being killed, but it cost the family
bait? How does that solve anything when several hundred dollars to redeem them.
cats are trapped at random? Besides, it's And all the cats were guilty of was being
far easier for a property owner to keep
on the adjoining property. The Animal
cats off his property than it is for someControl Officer said that the fact that the
one else to control where a feral cat (or
cats were in the traps meant that they
even a pet) goes. In fact, there are very
were “guilty.” When we reported this
cheap and effective ways of protecting
travesty to the Salina Town Board, exproperty from wandering cats. Yet the
plaining that the family was, in effect,
Town Attorney, and most of the board,
fined without cause., we were told that,
thinks it’s perfectly okay to take any cat
"we aren’t going to change the law."
who gets caught in a trap to the SPCA,
where pets may be adopted out and feral Fast-forward to three years later. We
cats will be killed because they are untried to educate, we gave them statistics
adoptable. .
and studies and articles. The Board ig-

nored them. We actually re-wrote the
law, and the only significant change we
made was that feral cat caretakers
would be exempt from prosecution if
"their" cats defecated in the wrong
place. The Board kept the hearing open
for weeks because "we know there are
others who want to be heard, but they
can't come tonight." When finally, no
one could come up with a reason to
deny our suggestions tCounselor said
that he wanted someone to be held
accountable. For where wild animals
go to the bathroom?
I was tired of people wasting my money
on a course of action that only makes
things worse. We know how to fix the
feral cat problem. Just “fix “ the cats. We
offered to do it for free. We offered to
show people how to humanely keep cats
off their property. To this day, I don't
know why they wouldn't accept our suggested changes to the law.
When the Democratic Party offered me
the chance to run against Colleen Gunnip
for First Ward Counselor, I accepted with
some reluctance. I decided, finally, that I
might be able to drag the Town of Salina
into the 21st century in terms of animal
control and even make the town a good
example for others to follow. In fact, it
should be possible for the Animal Control
department to become self-supporting,
(Continued on page 4)
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The (In)famous KittyCorner Holiday Raffle
email catresq@twcny.rr.com, and we’ll
send you a file so that you can print
them yourself. Then just send the filled
-out tickets and $1 for each one to us at
always try to do the drawing in time for
KittyCorner, P.O.Box 182, Liverpool, NY,
last-minute holiday shopping, but we
13088.
aren’t going to make that deadline
If you’re reading this on-line, you can
again this year. So how about a little
click the link HERE (P. 9 of this Mewsletshopping to celebrate the new year?
ter.) for a PDF that will let you print
To give everybody something to look
your own raffle tickets, then just mail
forward to, our drawing will be on Januan
envelope
addressed
to
KittyCorner.
the filled-out tickets with $1 for each to
ary 31, 2012.
You can use them yourself, or sell them P.O. Box 182, Liverpool, NY 13088.
to your innocent victims for $1 each. If All proceeds will go directly to support
Here’s how to enter: If you received
this mewsletter in paper format, there you need more tickets to sell, call 457- for our cats and will help us rescue
4420 and we will send you some; or
even more.
should have been 10 raffle tickets and

This is our second largest fundraiser of the year. First prize is
$250, and second prize is $50. We

Salina Says (cont.)
(Continued from page 3)

costing the taxpayers less and less each
year. A great example of this is Calgary,
Canada, which is the epitome of successful Animal Control Departments. Anyone
who is looking for an ideal animal control
program at no cost to taxpayers needs to
check out this article. http://
news.change.org/stories/lets-clonecalgarys-animal-control or Google
“Calgary Animal Control.”
Going into the election, I didn't really
expect to win, but I didn't want to embarrass myself, either. Looks like Salina
will have to wait a couple more years
before we can start working on bringing
Calgary home to Salina. I got 38 1/2% of
the vote to Colleen's 61 1/2 % --definitely
not embarrassing for a first-time candidate, where 17-25% is average. And I
learned a lot for next time. Stay tuned...

The Next Step (cont.)
where zoning boards would not look
Kindly on signs, promotions or traffic.
The solution?
A storefront adoption center. Our vision
is simple. You are probably familiar with
the PetSmart adoption centers, where a
rescue organization brings cats into the
store for people to see and adopt. We
would do the same kind of thing, but
instead of one rescue group contracting
to use and maintain the space, we would
like to open it up to anyone who doesn't
have a public outlet for their adoptive
pets. Shelters throughout the country
have found that adoptions soar when
animals are taken out of the shelter and
in to a public space. Not only will a lot
more people see our cats, but we could
run all sorts of promotions. Special activities, special themes, or even special
price promotions (such as free senior cats
for senior citizens) will help bring potential adopters in, while the same applications and other safeguards would ensure
good homes.
We are presently searching for a good
site. Paying for it is another matter. Depending on the size and the location, we
could share the space with a small business: groomer, pet supplies, pet-related
crafts; there are lots of possibilities. If
anyone out there knows of a good --and
cheap--place for such an endeavor, if
anyone has experience in running a small
business, or can spare a few hours a
week to "mind the store," please call 315
-457-4420 or e-mail catresq@twcny.rr.com.

Have you met Simon’s cat? This
is a cartoon drawn and animated
by a real cat person, Simon Tolefield. Most famous are the short
animated films on YouTube, and
KittyCorner would like to send
our Holiday Greetings to all our
friends with this one: Santa
Claws . Just click HERE to watch
it.
Simon’s Cat is also the star of
several cartoon books, all available on Amazon.com. If you
decide to buy one, Go to Goodshop.com and if you choose KittyCorner of CNY as your charity,
we will receive a portion of the
sale. But don’t do it for that
reason. Do it because “When
God created cats, He didn’t do
another thing that day except sit
down and laugh!”
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Controlling Cats the Right Way
I don't have to tell any of our regular
readers about the power of TNR in feral
cat control, but for our newer readers, I
will briefly explain: Feral cats are the offspring of abandoned pets. When kittens
aren't handled early in life--under seven
or eight weeks of age--they grow up wild,
as will their offspring.

Since then, at least a dozen cats have
moved in. Yes, we are doing TNR--again-and spending our own money to solve the
problem--again, in a neighborhood where
they could come after her --again--at any
time.

been prosecuted, with no improvement in
his cat's behavior. Imagine that! If you
are attracting cats into your yard with
garden mulch that they like to use as litter, or, in this case, a perpetual cat toy,
the most practical solution is to either
remove the attraction or repel the cat in
Though Salina refuses to change the law; some way. There is a simple device called
we want feral cat caretakers to be exempt a "Cat Stop" made by Contech (available
Feral cats hide from people, so neighbors from prosecution over things they can't
at K-mart and on-line) which uses an infraseldom know they are there until somecontrol--like where feral cats go to the
red beam to detect when cats or other
one starts feeding them. Then they are
bathroom--they did refer a few problems animals are in the area. As soon as the cat
more likely to come out and be spotted.
to me. I began requesting that in 2009.
breaks the beam, the device emits a
People conclude that putting out food is They began referring people in 2011. But sound, not detectible by humans, which
"attracting stray cats." Nope. They are
it has given me a few really good examrepels the cat. It solved the cat problem,
already there.
ples of how to do it right.
but didn't repel the blue heron who was
the real fish thief.
So what can we do about it? First, what
One of the first examples was a colony
doesn't work: The usual knee-jerk reacwhere the town had "removed" about 10 One of the most disturbing things about
tion from local governments is to
cats on at least 3 occasions at a cost to
this case is that the cats in the neighbor"remove" the cats by trapping. That does- taxpayers of at least $4500. The colony
hood are not feral, but people’s pets! But
n't work because, if you don't get them
was turned over to me with a report of 24 the town didn’t seem to care. When they
all, the remaining cats will reproduce and cats. I contacted the woman who was
called the Animal Control Officer, the
the whole thing will have to be done refeeding them and feuding with her landproperty owners were disappointed that
peatedly to keep the population down.
lady ,who believed that she was attracting she didn't bring her traps AGAIN, and inSalina taxpayers pay $150 per cat, and if
cats. It didn't help when the town restead,, referred them to me. But I loaned
the cats are feral, they are killed. Ironisponded to complaints by trapping and
them a couple of Cat Stops, and they (and
cally, if all of the cats are removed, other killing the cats she had come to care
their neighbors) are happy.
abandoned or "dumped" cats will move
about, and things were delayed while I
into the area and the result is the same.
built a relationship of trustwith her. But it Both of these were serious problems, at
paid off in the end.
least to the property owners. Both were
"TNR" stands for trap, neuter and return.
solved. Neither required any taxpayer
Cats are trapped, spayed or neutered, and I began our TNR program at the end of
money. All it takes is knowledge and covaccinated, then returned to the place
April, 2011, and it took only 3 weeks to
operation. How much better this would
they came from, which is their home.
trap 15 cats of the 17 who were actually
Caretakers continue to provide food, wa- there. It cost $940, but the problem is
ter and some kind of shelter for the cats. solved. Of the 17 cats, 5 were adoptable
Since the cats can't reproduce, the colony and have found new homes. Only the
doesn't grow, and numbers fall due to
ferals, too wild to ever be happy in a
attrition. Because they are territorial and home, were put back, for a total of 12.
want to protect their food supply, estab- One new cat was dropped off eight
lished cats tend to chase away newcommonths later. The diligent caretaker knew
ers, and if a new cat is accepted into the
right away and captured the cat, an older
group, the caretaker will neuter it as well. Siamese with terrible dental problems,
who would not have survived long in a
In a stunning example of a local governferal colony. We took him into foster
ment doing all the wrong things, a feral
care, and after dental surgery, he has
cat caretaker in 2009 was fined because
found a loving home and is doing well.
"her" 2 cats--the colony had started with
about 20 until she and her neighbor began Another situation had to do with one of
a TNR program--were accused of defecat- the most beautiful gardens I have ever
be for everyone if the authorities would
ing on a neighbor's lawn. Because she
seen. It's a huge, oriental garden with a
just look for the common-sense solutions
feared for the cats' safety, we networked koi pond. Neighborhood cats were catch- that help people. instead of using their
to get them out of the neighborhood.
ing the fish. One neighbor had already
authority to punish.
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Help Us Help More Cats
Someday we’ll learn to just ask for
money. Everybody else does. They just
say, it costs more than $2500 a month to
run the place, we’re in debt, we can’t
afford to help all the people who need
help, we don’t have enough of a personal fortune to make up the difference,
etc .But we really have a hard time doing
that. So with all of our fundraising, we
try to give you something back in exchange for your money. Here are some
new, and some ongoing efforts.

Goodsearch and Goodshop
Do you ever “Google” to find information on the Internet? If you
“Goodsearch” instead, you can contribute to KittyCorner every time you click
on a site. If you like having a toolbar on
your desktop for searching, Goodsearch
has one of those too! Just go to
www.goodsearch.com. In the blank
where it asks you who you are
“goodsearching” for, type KittyCorner of
CNY and click “verify. “ In the interests
of full disclosure, there are thousands of
charities you can have donations sent to,
so pick your favorite. We just hope it’s
us. It uses the same search engine as
Yahoo, so it’s a good one.
We do a lot of online shopping, partly
because it’s actually faster to find what
you want, and you get a larger variety
than driving from store to store. When
you shop on-line, start with Goodsearch,
and click on the “Good Shop” button.
Hundreds of stores are listed, including
Amazon, iTunes, Staples, Best Buy, even
Ebay, the Gap, Hotels.com, Home Depot,
Penney’s, L.L. Bean… and the list goes on
endlessly. So if you’re going to shop online anyway, how about clicking on the
store button on GoodShop first, make
sure that KittyCorner is your selected
charity, then shop to your heart’s content. KittyCorner will receive a percentage of everything you spend on your
purchases.

The KittyCorner Shops
ittyCorner has had a shop on Café Press
for a few years. We don’t sell a lot of
our “logo” stuff, but then again, we
don’t advertise it much. So we are.

Please go to our website at
www.kittycorner.org, and click on the
“Shop” tab to see our “Recycled Cats”
logo items, everything from mugs to
underwear. Okay, it wasn’t my idea to
put it on the thong, but if KittyCorner
thongs ever become a fashion statement, we’re ready.
But we have an exciting new store! The
KittyCorner Art Store will provide many
new and different original designs. Present designs are by our Graphic Designer, Jessica Webb. Others will be
from other wonderful artists who have
given us their permission or donated
their designs to us. And then there are
the very talented cats, themselves, who
donate paintings each year to the Pawcasso all-species art show.

The United Way Campaign
You won’t see us listed as a United Way
Charity. Animal-related charities aren’t
included in the regular campaign, but
when filling out your United Way form,
you can write us in. We always forget to
tell that to people, and since the United
Way campaign for this year has passed
us by, please remember us for next year!
A few people do, and we are always very
grateful for their generosity.

the order form, to
dwashbu1@verizon.com. We really
just need name, address, phone number
and e-mail, and of course the names of
the cats you are sponsoring. Then to
donate, just click on the “donate” button
and at the bottom of the page, there is
a link to PayPal. There, you can use a
secure link to pay with your credit card.
There is another way to sponsor a particular cat. When looking at our list of
pets for adoption on our website at
www.kittycorner.org, or
www.petfinder.kittycorner.org you will
notice a small “sponsor me” button next
to each picture. Click on it to sponsor
that kitty and just follow the directions,
making a donation in any amount you
wish. This kind of sponsorship doesn’t
include updates, but you get to help out
any kitty we have here.

Your Tax-deductible Donation

This is what keeps us going. So many
people make donations, large and small,
and since we are a 501(c) (3) non-profit
organization, your donation is deductible
from your income tax. We send receipts
out automatically for any donation of
$50 or more, but it sometimes takes a
little time—so don’t hesitate to ask via
phone or e-mail if it doesn’t come
quickly. Also, you can request a receipt
Sponsor a Cat
for your donation of any amount, and
we’d be happy to send one. Donations
Our largest fundraiser each year is our
can be sent to P.O. Box 182, Liverepool,
sponsorship program. For one small
contribution, you can sponsor one of our NY 13088. We can take credit cards
“special needs” cats. These are cats who through PayPal at
may never find a home because of age, catresq@twcny.rr.com. A sincere Thank
behavior problems, health problems, or You to everyone for your support.
all of the above. Each sponsor will receive a new picture and an update on
what’s going on it that cat’s life every
three months: in January, April, July, and
October.
To become a regular sponsor, we ask for
a $30 donation per year,. But the good
news is that you can now do it all online, and even pay by credit card. Just go
to our website at www.kittycorner.org
and click on the “sponsor a cat” button.
Pick out the cat(s) that you would like to
sponsor and e-mail the information on
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Warren and Petunia: A Love Story
They were an unlikely pair. Petunia was
shy and retiring. Warren was outspoken.
He could even be gruff. Petunia was
alone in the world. Warren was married
and devoted to his family. Petunia remained in the home where she had lived
all her life, Warren travelled quite a lot,
and really enjoyed it.

grew.

nia's ashes to be buried with him. Petunia never
Eventually, Petunia's health began to fail, found her
When she started to lose weight, Warown special
ren came every day to bring her a gour- home, and
met lunch. He stayed to make sure that lived in the
she ate it, and would even feed her
shelter for her
sometimes. She would always eat for
whole life.
EN
RR
Warren, and at her next visit to the doc- We know now
WA
tor, she had gained weight. He wanted
that Warren
to invite her to live with him, but what
was the perwould his family think?
son she
waited for at
He was the one who found her at the
the Rainbow Bridge, and that they
end. She looked as though she was
crossed the bridge together.
sleeping peacefully, but when he
touched her, she didn't wake up. He
asked if he could have her ashes. We
were happy that he wanted them, but
Warren Amond
we didn't know why.

Petunia was afraid. She trusted no one.
If Warren was afraid of anything, it was
of showing his softer side. But all of that
went out the window when he met Petunia.. For her, it was love at first sight. For
him, a gradual awareness that he loved
her. But their love was confined to their
once-a week visits, when Warren and his
wife, Janet would come to the shelter to
volunteer. Though his tasks normally
took him to another part of the shelter,
he always stopped to spend time with
Petunia. He would stroke her and brush Until this week. Warren passed away
her hair. She would hug him and sit with suddenly on Monday, November 28,
her arms around him. Their relationship 2011. Janet told us that he wanted Petu-

In Loving Memory
Mike Klym
Dorothy Norton

Cats: A Leading Economic Indicator
Cats have always been big players in historic events, always in the role of helping
humans. First there was the Plague which
decimated Europe in the 14th century. If
cats hadn’t been almost eradicated because of superstition about witchcraft,
they would have been there to control
the rat population., and stop the disease
from spreading. They served on board
ships, and in barns, keeping grain supplies
safe and their humans from starvation.
Cats have been the muse of artists and
writers for centuries. Now the cat has,
once again, risen to the occasion and
helped its human companions where
they most need it: as a predictor of the
strength of the economy.
We noticed that our adoptions dropped
off precipitously in 2009. The recession
was hardly a blip on the economic radar
and in the media. We thought it was just
that there were more rescues out there.
When the adoption rate dropped even
further in 2010,, and cats started coming

back to us because people were losing
their homes, the recession was in full
bloom and everyone was feeling it, including cats who had been loved and lost
by their families. Even our kittens were
here long enough to grow up and are
now adult cats. Donations were also
down considerably.

ferals in every garage,. Bear in mind,
however, that cats prefer tuna and catnip
to money. It’s possible that 2012 will bee
a good year for cat treats and nothing
else The best financial advice we can give
right now? Invest in Tuna Futures.

I wish I could say that 2011 was a better
year for cats. It wasn’t in the first three
quarters of the year. Once again, our tiny
kittens are now almost a year old and
have no homes yet. But wait! In the last
couple of months, adoptions are going up
again. It started just before the media
began reporting that unemployment was
down. Could this be a trend? I sure hope
so!
So the information you’ve been waiting
for is here! Our cats predict a prosperous
year in 2012. The stock market will be
up, unemployment will be down, and
there will be a cat in every home and two
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And a Happy New Year!

P.O. Box 182
Liverpool, NY 13088
\
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