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Will Rescuers Ever Go Out of Business?
I was talking with another cat rescuer on the phone a couple of years
ago, when she mentioned how anxious she is to solve the pet overpopulation problem. Then she went
on to say “I’m probably the youngerst rescuer, so when the rest of you
die, it’s all going to fall on me!”

pet problem is so enormous that we
have to figure out some real solutions.

Enter the Animal Alliance of Greater
Syracuse. About a dozen rescue people from three or four different organizations have been meeting
weekly since January of this year.
Well, that wasn’t exactly my reasonInspired by the Mayor’s Alliance for
ing, but she has a good point. The
NYCs Animals, we decided to look at
fact is that all rescuers really would
some of their very successful prolike to go out of business. After all, it’s
Rescue organizations and individuals will grams and see if we could bring them to
an expensive way to live, it involves
often pitch in when help is needed and
Central New York. We’ve also been lookworking with people with all kinds of
Many of us have gotten to know one
ing at the Animal Services department in
crises in their lives, and the physical
another, but some of us fear any sort of Calgary, Canada. Because dog licensing
work is hard. We don’t talk a lot about
real alliance, where others may try to
fees will no longer be turned over to the
the stress of having to turn so many peo- influence our intakes, adoptions, or get
state, but kept locally, Calgary has a lot
ple and pets away when they need help. to know the real numbers of animals
to teach us about how to make licensing
In fact, there simply isn’t any system out that come in, go out, or worst of all, are fees pay for everything from animal conthere for helping. But few of us are will- kept in any particular location. Some of trol to low-cost or free spay/neuter for
ing to turn out backs on the problem
these fears are well-founded, as munici- pets whose people could not otherwise
until there are no more homeless pets
palities tend to look at numbers rather
afford it. And all of this is without one
on the street . Will that ever happen?
than quality of care when deciding that
penny of taxpayer money.
somebody has “too many” animals, and
Rescuers have been talking about the
misguided laws often prohibit more than So let’s look at the programs in detail.
power of cooperation for at least 20
3 or 4 pets per household, with no exFirst, the Mayor’s Alliance for NYC’s Ani(Continued on page 2)
years. Informally, it goes on all the time. ception for rescuers. But the homeless

The Crime Wave Continues
In our last
Mewsletter we
wrote
about the
gangs of
marauding kittens that had overrun KittyCorner. Fortunately the problem gradually resolved
as the kittens were adopted into responsible homes and the gangs were broken
up. Even the notorious Peanut Butter
and Jelly brothers went to live with a
respectable woman whose son is a den-

tist, and the last we heard, they were on
the straight and narrow. It’s amazing
what the love of a good woman can do.
But the fabric of society was irreparably
damaged. Now, instead of roving kitten
gangs, the career criminals have moved
in. Nobody Is safe.

tray of dishes to the floor, he sits up like
a little dog (excuse the term) and puts
his front paws on the edge of the tray,
then pulls down as hard as he can. The
dishes go clattering to the floor (the
smash) and he grabs as many lumps of
cat food as he can and runs away to
someplace where nobody (human) can
The first of the crime wave began with a reach him to consume his “take.” It
smash and grab expert named Jefferson amazes me that a cat can grab and hold
Davis. Mr. Davis came from a hoarding
onto at least three lumps of cat food at a
situation and never had stability or guid- time when he has only one mouth.
ance in his life, but where he learned his
advanced criminal skills is a mystery. His His sister, Tess, is also a superbly skilled
(Continued on page 3)
M.O. is always the same. As I lower the
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mals is a public/private partnership. The
city provides no financial support, but
the city does open a few doors to special
events such as adopt-a-thons in city
parks and at city events. We approached the City of Syracuse with some
of our ideas, and were enthusiastically
welcomed. We are just becoming organized as I write this, but we have been
given space on the city website, and
continue to meet with Lindsay Speicher,
our liaison with city government, every
month. The Animal Alliance of Greater
Syracuse will be applying for our nonprofit, 501(c ) (3) status so that we can
accept tax-deductible donations and
apply for grants. Speaking of grants,
New York City has been approved for a
grant by Maddie’s Fund in excess of
eleven million dollars. Erie County also
has a Maddie’s Fund grant for 5 million
dollars. So, we figure, why not Syracuse?

animals are admitted to our shelters and 
rescues, how many are adopted, how
many die or are euthanized. The whole
point is to reduce and eventually eliminate euthanasia due to overpopulation. 
KittyCorner already has those numbers
and will be happy to share them with
anyone at any time. The CNY Cat Coalition has signed on. The CNY SPCA is
interested in participating, as is Wayward Paws, and over the coming months
we will be inviting other shelters and

rescues to join us as we begin to fill out
the application for the first step in the
Maddie’s Fund process.

And what would we do with the funding? There are so many programs that
could help us get to the day when there
are no more homeless pets in Central
New York:
 Increase spaying and neutering,
especially for pets whose people
could not otherwise afford it
 Keep pets in their homes through
There is nothing simple about getting
such programs as behavior hotlines,
such a grant, but Maddie’s Fund gives
lists of pet-friendly rentals, and pet 
everyone a step-by-step blueprint. It
food pantries.
starts with statistics. We have to gather  Increase microchipping and licensthe data for the past 12 months and the
ing efforts so that lost pets find
current 12 months so that we have a
their way home instead of being
baseline. We need to know how many
placed in shelters

Keep feral (wild) cats out of shelters, where they will be euthanized,
through programs such as trapneuter-and return
Transfer animals from shelters into
appropriate rescue situations so as
to free up shelter space to take
more animals from the public.
When shelters begin to fill up, animals can be shifted into volunteer
foster homes on a temporary basis.
Increase adoption. Marketing is
everything! Do adoption promotions, advertising and stay in the
public eye. Take the animals to
more off-site adoption areas or
events. We would love to have a
store-front adoption center where
both shelters and rescuers could
bring animals for the day or the
week so that the public could see
them. This would be especially
helpful for animals in foster care or
with rescuers who have no public
facility or other outlets for adoption.
The most successful shelters and
rescue programs are those who
collaborate. Sadly, those efforts are
in still their infancy in Central New
York. But the Animal Alliance of
Greater Syracuse is paving the way.

If Anything Happens to You, What Will Happen to Them?
The saddest calls
we get are from
people who tell
us that a friend
or relative has
become ill, gone
to a nursing
home, or passed away, and left cats
behind. Like the shelters and the other
rescues, we are often too full to help
them by taking the cat(s), unless they
were adopted from us. In that case, we
will make room. But what if you have
pets that didn’t come from KittyCorner?

their pets. Ideally, there is enough family support so that a relative can take the
pets or a friend or neighbor is willing to
give them a home. Even if you have
made plans for their care, though, have
you taken the extra step of letting everyone involved your desires regarding
where your pets should go? At a conference we recently attended, we came
across an organization that takes this
problem very seriously. 2nd Chance 4
Pets at (Www.2ndChance4Pets.org)
believes that everyone needs to set up
a “Lifetime Care Plan” with 3 components:
Any of us can be injured, become ill, or 1) Instructions as to who should take
unable to care for our pets at any time.
your pets,
It’s essential to consider and plan for
2) Detailed instructions on the care of
this situation if you have children, and
your pets, and
most people realize that; but not every- 3) funding so that the expected care
one thinks about what will happen to
can take place.

Even if the care instructions and funding
aren’t there yet, it’s important to make
sure that your wishes are known. The
2nd Chance 4 Pets website gives you
some simple forms you can fill out: one
with emergency contact information to
post in your home, and one for your wallet. In fact, speaking of your wallet, it’s a
good idea to include a card that indicates you have pets that need care in
case you become incapacitated in an
emergency. The card on the website will
serve that purpose as well.
And if you have a cat you adopted from
KittyCorner, please be sure that your
extended family knows about our lifetime return policy. There is no need for
any of our “alumni” to ever go to a shelter or be abandoned because there is no
one to care for him or her.
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criminal. Her technique is smoother
too. When the tray of dishes is set
down, she doesn’t seem to go to any
dish. She just circles the tray a few
times, and suddenly all of the food is
gone! It’s as if a whirlwind comes
down and just sweeps it away. I see
the other cats looking up at me in astonishment. “Where did the food go?,”
their pleading eyes seem to ask. And I
just shrug my shoulders, because I didn’t see it go, either.
As if that wasn’t bad enough, we also
have a cat burglar who can break into
anything. His specialty is margarine
tubs. Buster “The Paw” looks innocent
enough and blends in with the population like a perfectly ordinary cat. The
only difference is that we can’t seem to
get him to stop “casing” the countertops in the kitchen. We learned a long
time ago not to leave food on the
counters, but a margarine tub with the
cover snapped on? What cat would

break into that? Only “The Paw.” He
waits until our backs are turned, then
knocks the closed tub onto the floor.
We have no idea how he does it, but
when we come back out to the kitchen,
his head is in the tub of margarine,
which he is scooting all over the floor.
When he realizes that there are witnesses he runs away. We could take
him in for trial, but a jury would never
convict him. The evidence is all circumstantial. The tub of margarine was already on the floor, he would claim, and
the top was off, so he was really just
helping to clean up the mess. After all,
nobody actually SAW him break into
the margarine.
We’ve decided that it’s hopeless. We
solved our gang problem through adoption, but who wants to adopt a career
criminal? Rehabilitation? We’re trying,
but the crimes are committed right in
front of us in broad daylight and we
don’t even see them. I guess we’ll just
have to get used to living in a high-

WANTED

For Clawed Robbery

Jefferson Davis

Tess “the Whirlwind”

All three suspects:
Height: 13 inches
Eye Color: Green

Hair Color:
Davis: Gray tabby and white
Tess: Gray and White
Buster: Brown Tabby and White

The Theft of the Century
( or at least the last frw
years)
In the most serious crime since the
Great Hotdog Caper more than ten
years ago, Jefferson Davis allegedly stole
a whole chicken breast, one witness
said.
“I had just finished making a casserole, “
said the only witness, Linda Young.
“There were no cats in sight. I went
across the room to get some aluminum
foil to cover it with. When I came back,
there was rice on the floor that I hadn’t
noticed before. Then my gaze went to
the dish on the counter and there was a
big hole where the chicken breast had
been, but still no cats in sight.
Young began searching the house but
found no sign of cats feasting on anything. Nor any cats gathered and staring . Finally, she heard growling in the
living room, and found Mr. Davis under
an end table with the chicken breast in
his mouth, growling and looking anxiously from side to side. The alleged
perpetrator ran away, stopping every
few yards to glance around, but never
daring to enjoy any of the spoils. The
high-speed chase continued for several
minutes before Mr. Davis became startled and dropped the chicken breast,
distracting his pursuer, and making a
successful getaway.
He was subsequently captured, but had
to be released when the evidence was
destroyed the following evening. The
casserole was, once again, on the
counter being guarded by Young. Authorities have not explained her presence at each crime. She claims to have
heard a crash and found the entire dish
on the slate floor. It was a total loss.
With no evidence of the crime, Mr.
Davis could not be held and he has gone
into seclusion under the bed. He expects to return to the public eye when
all the hoopla dies down, probably by
breakfast time.

Buster “The Paw”
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Thank You for Your Support
Our largest fundraiser each year is our
sponsorship program. For one small
contribution, you can sponsor one of
our “special needs” cats. These are
cats who may never find a home because of age, behavior problems,
health problems, or all of the above.
Each sponsor will receive a new picture and an update on what’s going on
it that cat’s life every three months: in
January, April, July, and October.
We’re making some changes to the
program. In the interests of going a
little greener, we will be increasing the
number of updates done via e-mail. If
you are a sponsor, or would like to be,
please send an e-mail to Dorothy
Washburn at dwashbu1@verizon.net
and let her know that you prefer an email update. It will save paper, envelopes, and stamps (sorry USPS) and you
will still get your regular updates every
3 months.
To become a sponsor, we have been
asking for a $25 donation per year.
Much as we hate to do it, we will be
increasing the donation to $30 begin-

ning January 1, 2011. But the good
news is that you can now do it all online, and even pay by credit card. Just
go to our website at
www.kittycorner.org and click on the
“sponsor a cat” button. Pick out the
cat(s) that you would like to sponsor
and e-mail the information on the order form, to dwashbu1@verizon.com.
We really just need address, phone
number and e-mail, and of course the
names of the cats you are sponsoring.
Then to donate, just click on the
“donate” button and a secure link will
ask for your credit card.
There is another way to sponsor a particular cat. When looking at our list of
pets for adoption on our website at
www.kittycorner.org, or
www.petfinder.kittycorner.org you will
notice a small “sponsor me” button
next to each picture. Click on it to
sponsor that kitty and just follow the
directions, making a donation in any
amount you wish.

Shelby: A New Beginning

Shelby is one of those cats who was
just unlucky in love. Adopted as a kitten in 1998, her people loved her, but
Shelby just couldn’t adjust to the family
dogs. After many months of trying,
they sadly brought her back to KittyCorner because she just wasn’t happy.
Ever since, Shelby lived In our basement cat room, but she was sort of a
little wallflower. Nobody seemed to
notice her, and she didn’t really attract
the notice of anyone—except one of
her sponsors. Chris Rowland kept track
of Shelby through her updates, and
even came to visit her. Finally, she decided to give our special girl the home
she has waited for over so many years.
The latest report is that Shelby is doing
well, and is happy in her new home!

And Let’s Not Forget all the Other Stuff!
FROM TOO MANY PEOPLE TO
COUNT...I went to the grocery store
this morning and came home to find a
beautiful blue kitty condo on our porch,
along with some cozy blankets. We
often find bags of food or other things
for the kitties, and now that I’m home
some days, I get to meet a few of our
benefactors, and sometimes they have
a few minutes to meet some of the
kitties they are helping There are all
kinds of things on our “wish list” including
 toys
 dishwashing and dishwasher detergent
 Laundry detergent

office supplies
 Envelopes (#10 and #6)






Manila envelopes, letter size and
larger.
postage stamps
copy paper
paper towels













bleach
all-purpose cleaners
disinfecting wipes
scooping litter
clay litter
catnip (plants, fresh, or dried)
Canned cat food—Friskies is their
favorite, but they aren’t really
fussy.
Dry cat food
Treats!
everything else that cats like.

All of these things are important to us,
and help us make the cats’ lives a little
richer, while lowering our operating
costs. “Thank You” just seems inadequate.
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The (In)famous KittyCorner Holiday Raffle. Better Late than Never!
This is our second largest fundraiser of
the year. First prize is $250, and second
prize is $50. We always try to do The
drawing in time for last minute holiday
shopping, but we aren’t going to make
that deadline this year. So how about a
little shopping to celebrate the new
year, and tale advantage of the AfterChristmas sales? To give everybody
something to look forward to, our drawing will be on December 31, 2010.

an envelope addressed to KittyCorner.
You can use them yourself, or sell them
to your innocent victims for $1 each. If
you need more tickets to sell, call 4574420 and we will send you some; or
email catresq@twcny.rr.com, and we’ll
send you a file so that you can print
them yourself. Then just send the filledout tickets and $1 for each one to us at
KittyCorner, P.O.Box 182, Liverpool, NY,
13088.

just mail us the filled-out tickets with $1
for each.
All proceeds will go directly to support
for our cats and will help us rescue even
more.

Here’s how to enter: If you received this If you’re reading this on-line, you can
mewsletter in paper format, there
click the link HERE for a pdf that will let
should have been 10 raffle tickets iand
you print your own raffle tickets, then-

Landlords: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Lots of rental properties have a “no
pets” policy. It’s no surprise if you think
about it. Pets who are badly housetrained can cause a lot of damage,
poorly trained cats may damage woodwork, dogs may bark and disturb other
tenants, and many, many pets are simply
left behind when people move. But as is
so often the case, the irresponsible pet
owners succeed in making pets unwelcome, even when they are loved, cared
for, and owned by responsible people.

pet deposit that you would forfeit to
cover any damage. After all, most pets
owned by responsible people really
don’t cause any significant problems. In
fact, there is a new kind of pet insurance
for renters that will insure the landlord

“pet friendly rentals (name of city.)” also
contact the animal shelters and rescues
in the area. If you don’t know where
they are, just do a search on Petfinder.com for animals for adoption, and
you can get the names and contacts for
the shelters that they come from. Ask if
they have lists of pet-friendly housing.

In a related issue, we have been hearing,
lately, of pets being “evicted” when a
rental situation comes under new management, or even if a person moves from
We have had several cats returned since
one apartment in a complex to another.
the recession started and people began
If you are elderly, have a disability, suflosing jobs and homes. We have refer from depression or anxiety disorders,
ceived hundreds, or perhaps thousands
or any other condition for which a pet
of calls over the years from people who against any damage caused by their pets. might be considered “therapy,” (and
were moving anf couldn’t find a place
One example of this kind of policy is
who doesn’t?) it’s very possible that the
that would take pets. Sometimes we
through 24-petwatch at
landlord cannot force you to give up
wonder if they really looked very hard.
www.24petwatch.com/petinsurance/cat your pet.
Those booklets of rental places that are -insurance-tenant.asp which includes
Under the Fair Housing Law and the NYS
free at supermarkets feature many
health insurance for your pet as well as
Human Rights law you should be able to
places that allow one or two cats. Some, the tenant part of the policy. Other prokeep your pet if you request a reasonwith more enlightened management,
grams are available. Just Google “pet
able accommodation. The NYS law apeven require them to be spayed or neu- insurance renter” and you’ll find a few
plies to minimum 2 family attached units
tered. Many require a pet deposit.
different companies with competitive
where the landlord does not live in the
Some charge a monthly pet fee. But, if plans. You still may have to convince a
other unit. Fair Housing law applies to 4
you look for it, there is housing out there landlord to accept the plan, but it should or more attached units.
that will allow you to keep your pets.
be easy to get the company to send information about the policy.
All you need to do is write a letter to
But what if you can’t find a place, or if
the landlord stating that you or someone
you can’t find a place that you can afMany localities have lists of “pet
in your family has a disability and your
ford? Negotiate! Offer to repair any pet friendly” rentals. If you are moving out
pet is a companion animal and you are
damage at your own expense. Offer a
of town, search the Internet for

(Continued on page 6)
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disability and this is a companion animal helping with the disability. The
doctor should not release any diagnosis or details about your disability.

tion of my disability, I will be happy to
provide this to you.

Landlords have no right to refuse a
resonable accommodation such as
keeping a companion animal. They
also have no right to charge any deIf the landlord does require proof, you posit on a companion animal or any
need to request a letter from your phy- monthly fees.
sician that states that this is a companion animal that helps with any type of Dear Mr. Smith:
a disability. Some animals are compan- I am requesting a reasonable accomion animals that help a person remain modation under the NYS Human Right
in the home because they provide cop- Law (or Fair Housing Law) to keep my
ing skills or companionship. All the
companion dog. I am a person with a
doctor needs to say is that you have a disability. If you need further verifica-

Although this only applies to pets who
are needed for “therapy,” it may help
many people who are ill, elderly, or
disabled to keep their pets.

(Continued from page 5)

requesting a reasonable accommodation under the NYS Human Rights Law.
(or Fair Hosuing Law whichever applies.) to keep it in the apartment.
You can also state in that letter that if
the landlord requires any proof, you
will be happy to provide that.

Sincerely, Betty Brown

Ultimately, it’s a matter of setting good
examples, insuring the landlord’s interests and education that needs to win
out. We may never be able to keep up
with the people who give pets a bad
name in rental properties, but reasonable, factual discussions beats trying to
sneak pets in or give them up.

The Kitties’ Letter to Santa Claws
Dear Santa,
We have all been good kitties this year. Except for Tess and her
brother, Jeff Davis. They steal our food. But the rest of us have
been good. Mostly. So we want to give you our list of what we want
for Christmas. More than anything, we all want homes. Even some
of us who wanted to stay here last year don’t want to stay anymore.
There are too many kitties here and it’s what our people call stressful.
Especially find homes for Tess and Jefferson Davis. And Chai is mean to us sometimes too.
Any kitty who doesn’t get a home needs lots of catnip.
Do you have any kitties at your house? How about your workshop? Buster could help Mrs.
Claws bake cookies. He is good at getting into—we mean getting ingredients out. All of us
are good at helping people do things. Our people tell us that they get things done even when
we help. Your elves should all have kitties too. They might like the kittens.
Reindeer need barn cats. Braveheart has great big paws, so he would be good at catching
mice. We will all be ready to get in your sleigh on Christmas Eve. If it can hold all those
presents, it can hold all of us kitties. Or you can stop here first and pick us up and give us
out to all the very best people, even if we have to go down the chimney.
But if that won’t work, please bring catnip.
Purrs,
The kitties at KittyCorner
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Help Us Help More Cats
Someday we’ll learn to just ask for
money. Everybody else does. They just
say, it costs more than $2500 a month to
run the place, we’re in debt, we can’t
afford to help all the people who need
help, we don’t have enough of a personaL fortune to make up the difference,
etc .But we really have a hard time doing
that. So with all of our fundraising, we
try to give you something back in exchange for your money. Here are some
new, and some ongoing efforts.

Flower Bulb sale
This is new for us, and we got too late a
start because orders are due by November 30. So if you are reading this in time
to order, please buy your spring flower
bulbs from us. They are guaranteed by
the company that ships them (Bulbs for
Change) to bloom. Prices are pretty
reasonable compared to local stores,
and if you buy a “collection” you get a
$10 gift card. KittyCorner gets between
1/3 and 1/2 of the proceeds. As some-

sales page. Or you can go to
www.bulbsforchange.com/kitty.php. It’
a secure on-line order site which uses
PayPal, but you don’t need a special Pay
Pal account. You can just use your
credit card, as you usually do when shopping on line.
By the way, even if you don’t want to
buy any bulbs, go to the site anyway
because there is a video by our Head
Cat, Butterscotch, that is a must see!
Thanks to his Production Assistant, Bob
Goodfellow.

Speaking of Credit Cards
KittyCorner has entered the 21st century
and now accepts donations via a secure
credit card connection. You might remember that last year, donations were
doubled by Best Friends Animal Society.
Lots of people are asking if they are doing the same thing again this year, but
sadly, they aren’t. They’ve decided to
give individual grants for particular projects. So even though your donation
isn’t doubled, that’s all the more reason
to give as generously as your heart tells
you to do.
Just go to www.kittycorner.org and click
on the “donate” button.

Goodsearch and Goodshop
Do you ever “Google” to find information on the Internet? If you “Goodsearch” instead, you can contribute to
KittyCorner every time you click on a
site. If you like having a toolbar on your
desktop for searching, Goodsearch has
one who has a black thumb, guaranteed one of those too! Just go to
to kill any plant that comes my way, I can www.goodsearch.com. In the blank
confidently say that bulbs are easy to
where it asks you who you are
grow, and can be grown outside—
“goodsearching” for, type Kittycorner of
planted in the fall so that they will bloom CNY and click” verify.“ In the interests of
in the spring—or they can be “forced”
full disclosure, there are thousands of
and grown inside over the winter. Who charities you can have donations sent to,
wouldn’t want a windowsill full of pretty so pick your favorite. We just hope it’s
spring flowers growing during the long,
us. It uses the same search engine as
snowy winter.
Yahoo, so it’s a good one.
Anyway, to order you can go to our website at www.kittycorner.org and click on We do a lot of online shopping, partly
because it’s actually faster to find what
the “flower bulb” button to go to our

you want,
and you get a
larger variety
than driving
from store to
store. When
you shop online, start with Goodsearch, and click on
the “Good Shop” button. Hundreds of
stores are listed, including Amazon,
iTunes, Staples, Best Buy, even Ebay, the
Gap, Hotels.com, Home Depot, Penney’s,
L.L. Bean… and the list goes on endlessly.
So if you’re going to shop on-line anyway, how about clicking on the store
button on GoodShop first, make sure
that KittyCorner is your selected charity,
then shop to your heart’s content. KittyCorner will receive a percentage of everything you spend on your purchases.

Coming Soon!

KittyCorner has had a shop on Café Press
for a few years. We don’t sell a lot of
our “logo” stuff, but then again, we don’t
advertise it much. So we are. Please go
to our website at www.kittycorner.org,
and click on the “Store” tab to see our
“Recycled Cats” logo items, everything
from mugs to underwear.
But we have an exciting new store coming! The KittyCorner Art Store will provide many new and different original
designs. Some are by our Graphic Designer, Jessica Webb, who also designed
our logo. She did the artwork at the beginning of this little blurb. Others will be
from other wonderful artists who have
given us their permission or donated
their designs to us. And then there are
the very talented cats, themselves, who
donate paintings each year to the Pawcasso all-species art show..
Keep checking our website
So you can be among our first customers!
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